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With spring (time for spring cleaning!) and Earth Day on the horizon, 
many people are asking, how can I make my home both clean and green? 
Recent reports of toxic chemicals found in everyday products like 
makeup and children’s toys have made it even tougher for consumers to 
trust that a product is truly non-toxic. They want to know what products 
are both safe and effective. 
 
Let’s get this party started 
Groups of women across the country are opening up their homes to 
friends and neighbors to find a new solution to these problems. On 
Thursday, March 20, the national women’s environmental health group, 
Women’s Voices for the Earth (WVE), will launch a nationwide “make 
your own cleaning products” campaign. The campaign focus is a green 
cleaning party kit that gives people tools to hold their own house parties 
where guests can learn to use basic household supplies, like vinegar and 
baking soda, to make cleaners that they can trust. The kits will include 
recipes, an educational DVD and tips to get companies to make their 
cleaning products better for our health, and the environment. 
 
Why not buy green cleaners? 
With the influx of “green” cleaners that are marketed with buzz words 
like “natural,” “organic” and “bio-degradable,” it seems like consumers 
could easily purchase safe cleaners from the store. But because no law requires cleaning product 
manufacturers to disclose all of their ingredients, there are products on the shelves that contain chemicals 
linked to health problems like asthma and reproductive harm…and consumers don’t even know it. Part of 
WVE’s work is to get cleaning product companies to disclose complete ingredient lists to consumers, 
much like the way food companies are required to do, but to date, no company has complied.   
 
So go from squeaky clean to squeaky green! 
Learning how to make your own cleaners is not only be good for you and your family, it’s good for the 
environment and your pocketbook, too! People all over the country, from New York to Hawaii, will hold 
green cleaning parties throughout the spring.  Please contact Sian Wu at Resource Media to learn more: 
sian@resource-media.org or 206-374-7795 x102. 
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